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MEMORANDRR POR: The President
SURJECT : Feport that Elghty Percent of the freek
FPopulation on Cyprus is Comemnist

The report that sighty percent of the Greek population on
Cyprus is Comwnist is an exaggeration.

According to the infomwation we have, the proscribed Communist
Party of Cyprus has a mesbership of somevhel under 6,000, ‘The
Greek populstion according to the last census 18 k16,956. Taoe

local cammnist party, composed almost exclusively of Greek

Cypriots, Goes attract support among the populace and probably
would secure at least 20% of the vote were it & legal party. It
at present exercises control over & largs segment of organized
labor and doss control the municipel councils in three of the six
major cities of the island.

However, in assessing the overall strength and capability of
the Cypriot Communist Party, it is importent to note that Greek
Cypriotes as s group a.re chiefly interested at present in the
struggle with Grest Britain for solf-determination. Greek Cypriot
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nationalists, which ingclude the bulk of the populatlon, under the
direction of the Orthodox Church, have carried on this struggle.
¥hile the communizts have sought to form s united front with the
nationalists, they have bheen rebuffed repeatedly and recemt @venis
indioate & worsening of relations between the two groups.

In a selfegoverning Cyprus, the nationaliste would form the
firet government.
tinue proscription of the cmmnistvparty, and would take restrictive
action against lefte.wing leaders.
remalin a potentially dangerous problem on Cyprus, there is no
avidence at this time that the conservative majority of Greex

Cypriots would permit a comgunist drive to sssume s domlnent po-

sition on the
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inland.
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8uch a government would almost certainly cone

Thue vhile coomuniem is and will
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